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FREE BALLOONS
For reconnoitring purposes generally, using photography on occasion. For the transport of persons and mails out of besieged cities. For throwing explosives on the enemy.
DIRIGIBLE  BALLOONS
All the foregoing services can be performed by dirigible balloons, in some cases far more effectively. Further, they can be used for the swift transport of small bodies of men, and for organized attack on fortified places.
AEROPLANES
Chiefly for reconnoitring purposes, and for acting in conjunction with dirigible balloons in attacking fortified positions, when exceedingly rapid movements are necessary. The use of the aeroplane is limited at present owing to its small weight-carrying capacity. But its great advantage is that on numerous days when the elements make operations by dirigible balloons impossible the aeroplane will be able to work safely and surely. For military purposes there is need for an aeroplane containing some adaptation of the helicopter or other principle enabling it to hover as well as to fly over a place. Many inventors are seeking to perfect some such machine.
It is extremely interesting now to recall the rules for aerial observation in manoeuvres set up by the War Office shortly before the war. Aircraft were to fly as a rule at not less than 3000 feet when exposed to rifle fire, and when artillery was underneath them this altitude was to be increased by another 1000 feet. Under misty conditions it was left to the pilot to drop lower if objects could not be distinctly seen. It was admitted that, as a rule, observers in aircraft were able to judge whether they were under fire or not.